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We have no more trouble than did the Widmar Court in disposing of the claimed defense on the
ground that the posited fears of an Establishment Clause violation are unfounded. The showing of
this film series would not have been during school hours, would not have been sponsored by the
school, and would have been open to the public, not just to church members. The District property
had repeatedly been used by a wide variety of private organizations. Under these circumstances, as in
Widmar, there would have been no realistic danger that the community would think that the District
was endorsing religion or any particular creed, and any benefit to religion or to the Church would
have been no more than incidental. As in Widmar, supra, at 271-272, permitting District property to
be used to exhibit the film series involved in this case would not have been an establishment of
religion under the three-part test articulated in Lemon v. Kurtzman, 403 U. S. 602 (1971): The
challenged governmental action has a secular purpose, does not have the principal or primary effect

of advancing or inhibiting religion, and does not foster an excessive entanglement with religion.
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